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I LOOKED AT ELSA. HER HEAD 
WAS BOWED AND SHE GRIPPED 
MY ARM TIGHTLY. A SINGLE 
TEAR ROLLED DOWN HER FACE... 
OR WAS IT A RAINDROP? 


YES, MY FACE WAS А MASK, BUT DEEP INSIDE Т 
ROARED WITH LAUGHTER! WHY SHOULON'T I? IT WAS 
OVER NOW. I COULD LAUGH NOW. I HAD KILLED MY 
WIFE WITH PO/SON...HAD COMMITTED THE PERFECT 
MURDER... AND NO ONE KNEW! WO OWE KNEW 


^ 


А TERRIBLE THING! MARGARET Y 
WAS SUCH А 6000 WIFE! І..1 DID 
EVERYTHING I COULD. YOU ЖАО 
ALL THE THINGS І 010 FOR НЕН” 


1 SHIVERED FROM THE COLD. THE 
EULOGY WAS FINISHED NOW... AND 
AS THE GASKET WAS LOWERED 
INTO THE YAWNING GRAVE,I COULD 
HARDLY KEEP FROM...SMILING f 


ELSA AND I DROVE HOME IN SILENGE. ONCE THERE, 
I WENT DIRECTLY TO MY LIQUOR CABINET AND POURED 
US BOTH A DRINK... 


HERE, ELSA, DRINK THIS IT'LL 

HELP SETTLE YOUR NERVES. 

FUNERALS ARE 50...50 
UPSETTINGS 


THANKS FOR THE \ 
DRINK, MR. BOLES! 4 
IT HELPED ALoT!/ 


YES, MR. BOLES. 
2-1 KNOW 

| EVERYTHING 

% YOU Dior 














I FELT CERTAIN I WAS SAFE. WRITING A BOOK? Ӯ 
BUT NONETHELESS I STAYED IN I DIDN'T KNOW 
TME STUDY UNTIL DINNER... YOU WANTED TO 
WRITE! WHAT 
TYPE OF BOOK 
WILL IT BE? 









RIDICULOUS! HOW COULD SHE І HOPE YOU'RE NOT Y он,но... 
POSSIBLY KNOW? HEH! JUST THINKING ОҒ... Ан... 
МҮ NERVES ACTING UP... LEAVING, NOW 
THAT MARGARET... 
ISN'T HERES 





FEAR RAN THROUGH ME LIKE A HIGH-VOLTAGE CUR- 
RENT! THE TONE OF HER VOIGE WHEN SHE SAID IT... 







SHE DOES Know! LETTING MY NERVES 

вит HOW? нож RUN AWAY WITH МЕ. I 

COULD SHE KNOW? STILL CAN'T BE 
POSITIVES 






I SAT ROOTED TO THE CHAIR AS SHE RELATED THE 
PLOT OF HER ‘BOOK’ FOLLOWING IN EXACT DETAIL THE 
METHOD IN WHICH I HAD KILLED MY WIFE” THERE 
WERE NO DOUBTS NOW. SHE ANEW ELSA KNEW I 
MURDERED MY WIFE! 


БААТ ... AND THAT'S THE STORY, MR. BOLES. 
DON'T YOU THINK ІТ SOUNOS. 
TRUE TO LIFE? 


I nap TO ВЕ 0ҒЯ7А/М/ І RETURNED TO THE TABLE. 
ELSA WAS SITTING THERE, DRINKING HER COFFEE AS 
5 





IT'S ABOUT А MAN 
WHO MURDERS HIS, 
WIFE ... WITH 
POISONS 


(| 
( 
| 


š 
і 
E 


E 





WE STARED АТ EACH OTHER, MY THOUGHTS 
RAGING MADLY! IF SHE KNEW I KILLED MARGARET, 
WHY HADN'T SHE TOLO THE POLICE? WHAT WAS 


SHE UP TO? 


..INGIDENTALLY, MR. BOLE: 
DON'T YOU THINK 1 SHOULD 

RECEIVE A RAISE IN PAY? 
-А LARGE RAISE? 


THAT WAS THE BEGINNING... A 
RAISE IN SALARY. BUT IT DIDN'T 


OF COURSE, 
мү ROOM LOOKS | ELSA...IF 
TERRIBLE! DON'T | YOU THINK 
YOU THINK IT sof 
SHOULD BE 

REDECORATED, 

MR. BOLES? 


THIS CAN'T GO ON 
ANY LONGER. I'VE 
GOT TO PUT AN END 
TO ІТ” AND THERE'S 
ONLY ONE WAY. 
ELSA MUST DIES 


YOU HAVEN'T ANSWERED 
MY QUESTION, MR. BOLES! 


lr WENT он AND ON.. AND I 
COULDN'T STOP HER! THERE WAS 
NOTHING I COULD DO! 


5 GETTING SO 2042 ош, 
нош. I CERTAINLY COULD USE 
А NEW COAT, MR. BOLES...A 

MINK CORT! 


WHAT? OH... YES f 
YES. ГІІ SEE THAT 
YOU GET A RAISE! 


IT'S SO TIRING TO USE BUSES 
AND SUBWAYS,MR. BOLES І 
WISH 1 HAD А BRAND-NEW 


-.NO,I'M NOT AFRAID ANYTHING 
WILL HAPPEN TO МЕ? I HAVE 
PLENTY OF... "INSURANCE" 4 





YES, І HAVE LOADS ОҒ... ЕН ... 


--ТНІМК5 SHE'S PRETTY SMART! 
UNSURAWCE’S ALL IN A LETTER 


TUGKED AWAY IN MY SAFETY- 


THAN OWE WAY TO SKIN A САТ” 
ONLY IN THE EVENT OF 


MY DEATHS 


МҮ NIGHT OFF, 
SO I MAY NOT BE 


L SEARGHED THE HOUSE TO MAKE SURE SHE WAS 
GONE, AND THEN WENT TO THE LIQUOR CABINET 


SHE'LL NEVER GET 
WISE TO 7W/5 WHEN 
THE TIME COMES, 
TILL TAKE JUST 
ENOUGH OF THIS 
POISON TO MAKE 

МЕ SICK.THEN ГЦ. 
SAY SHE TRIED ТО 


I CAN'T KILL HER f THAT LETTER 
WELL, I'LL SHOW HER... Z “¿ £ 


MARGARET f BUT MAYBE... 
SAY... Г WAVE /T ^ 


INHER VAULT TELLS ALL — 7 
SHOW HER! THERE'S MORE ABOUT HOW I MURDERED 
DEPOSIT VAULT...7O BE OPENED 
| 


HER NIGHT OFF... JUST WHAT I WANTED! I DROVE 
ACROSS TOWN AND BOUGHT MORE OF THE SAME 
POISON WITH WHICH I HAD KILLED MY WIFE. BY 
THE TIME I GOT BACK, THE ENTIRE PLAN WAS COM - 


WHEN I HAVE HER ARRESTED, SHE'LL BRING OUT 
THAT LETTER SHE HAS IN HER VAULT, INCRIMINATING 
МЕ” AND WHEN THE COPS FIND МҮ W/FE WAS POIS- 





I'LL MAKE SURE THE COPS FIND 
THE POISON IN HER ROOMS 
EVEN IF SHE DOESN'T GO TO JAIL, 
THERE'LL BE ENOUGH AGAINST 
HER TO DISPROVE ANYTHING IN 
THAT LETTER,AND THAT'S THE 
MAIN IDEA! 


I WENT то BED BUT I COULDN'T SLEEP. А STORM 
WAS RAGING OUTSIDE AND I LISTENED TO THE HOWL- 


ING WIND AND DRIVING RAIN...UNTIL ELSA RETURNED... 


ELSA... M NOT FEELING WELLY 
WILL YOU CALL THE DOCTOR 
AND ASK HIM TO COME OVER? 


CERTAINLY, 
MR. BOLES! 


THE STORM MUS 
HAVE DOWNED 
THE TELEPHONE 
LINES... THE 


OH..THAT'S TOO 
BAD WELL, I 
GUESS IT CAN 
WAIT UNTIL. 
TOMORROW f 


THERE! THERE'S ENOUGH 
POISON IN EVERY ONE OF 
THESE WHISKEY BOTTLES 
TO K/LL AMAN WITH JUST 
ONE... SMALL... HEYA I 


ON SECOND THOUGHT, ELSA, 

I DO FEEL VERY SICK! DO YOU 
THINK YOU COULD WALK TO 
THE DOCTORS HOUSE TO 


..NOT ENOUGH SLEEP...HAVEN'T 
BEEN EATING WELL...LOST A LOT 
OF WEIGHTS OVER-TIRED! I... I 
OUGHT TO BE IN ВЕР... 


HELLO? HELLO, 
OPERATOR? 
OPERATOR? 
OPERATOR? 

HANG IT ALLÝ 
THE LINE'S 

DEAD? 


SUDDENLY I HAD AN IDEA” TONIGHT WAS PERFECT FOR МҮ 


PLAN. HER NIGHT OFF TO GIVE HERSELF AN ‘ALIBI’... TELEPHONE 
OUT OF ORDER... PERFECT ^ 


„BUT IT'S SUCH A 
TERRIBLE STORM 71 
OH,ALL RIGHT YOU 
DO LOOK PRETTY BAD... 


GET HIM? 





SHE'S GONE! FINE’ EVERYTHING'S] | AH...JUST A LITTLE BIT Now. L 
A SWALLOWEO THE POISON. IN A 

WORKING OUT Е/МЕ” ном TO DON'T WANT TO OVERDO IT! SHORT WHILE I FELT ITS EFFECTS 
GET THE POISON! Я JUST ENOUGH TO MAKE МЕ I WAITED FOR ELSA TO RETURN 
эюк. JUEPIENOUON TO SHOW WITH THE DOCTOR, PRAYING THAT 
TRACES OF IT IN MY SYSTEM! THEY WOULD HURRY? BUT TIME 

PASSED AND THEY DIDN'T ARRIVE 


we; а SESS ге ре 


ТО НАУЕ 
MISGIVINGS f WHERE ARE THEY? 


SUPPOSE i WHERE ARE THEY? 
ELSA HAD 
GONE TO THE 
POLICE 
INSTEAD? 
THE HOURS 
WENT BY 
AND 1 WAS 
NEARLY 
GOING 
CRAZY 
WITH FEARS 


..MAYBE THEY'RE DOWNSTAIRS NOW, TRYING TO 
GET IN. MAYBE THEY CAN'T GET IN... YES, 
THAT'S IT... 


HEAR NOISES” ALL KINDS OF NOISES! NOISES 
POUNDING W мү HEAD 7 жну DON'T THEY 
STOP! STOP |77 


STOP IT/ 





THEY CANT GETIN...cAN'T | E OHH-H-H... MY...MY LEG! IT'S ..IT'S 

GETIN? I'LL LET THEM IN! BROKEN” BROKEW! THE PAIN! І 

I'LL GO DOWN AND LET 4 1 CAN'T STAND THE 24/М/ 
CAN'T MOVE ... CAN'T.. 


My LEG HAD BEEN SNAPPED BY MY FALL! I LAY FINALLY THE BLACKNESS BEGAN TO CLEAR.I COULD 
THERE, MOTIONLESS, FOR А LONG TIME...GASPING DISCERN VAGUE SHADOWS... AND І HEARD VOICES AS 


FOR EVERY BREATH...THE AGONY WRACKING MY BODY. IF FROM FAR AWAY. SOMETHING BURNED MY MOUTH 
THEN І SLIPPED OFF INTO THE ABYSMAL DEPTHS. 


HAD A NASTY FALL... 
OF DARKNESS... PRETTY BAD SHAPE, 
BUT HE'LL BE OKAY f 


I was ALL RIGHT. BUT...SOMEHOW І MÁSW'T ALL RIGHT! 
ТНЕ PAIN I FELT BEFORE WAS NOTHING WHEN COMPARED 
WITH THE PAIN I FELT А/О” AND ІТ WAS CREEPING 
d w THROUGH MY WHOLE BODY.. BURNING, CONVUL SING МЕ” IT 
p= x WAS GETTING MORSE AND WORSEWHAT WAS WRONG? 
HE'S COMING OUT 
OF IT NOW, ATTABOY... I WAS WORRIED FOR 
YOU'RE ALL RIGHT, AWHILE, MR. BOLES..HAD A V| 
NOW, MR. BOLES! E TOUGH TIME BRINGING YOU 
AROUND! /7 TOOK TWO 
WHOLE TUMBLERS OF 
YOUR WHISKEY TO 
FIX YOU UPS 





MIDNIGHT? A CITY SLEEPS! ONLY THE STREETLIGHTS REMAIN LIT’ AND NOW IS THE TIME 
THAT ALL THE NIGHT-LIFE STIRS! ROACHES CRAWL OUT OF CRACKS, AND RATS SCURRY ACROSS 
PACKED GARBAGE CANS’ A COUPLE HURRIES HOME THROUGH THE PARK FROM A PARTY AND DEEP 
IN THE SHADOWS, A SHORT CORD WRAPPED IN HIS FISTS, WAITING OFF TO THE SIDE OF THE PATH, 15 


THE GIGGLING KILLER 


-” 


OH, JOHN! WHY DID WE HAVE TO GO YOU MEAN THE STORIES ABOUT THAT GIGGLING 
THROUGH THE PARK! YOU KNOW THE KILLER’? LOOK, HONEY! IN A CITY THIS SIZE, 
HORRIBLE STORIES IN THE YOU'VE GOT A BETTER CHANCE OF BEING HIT 
PAPERS TODAY! BY А CAR THAN BEING STRANGLED 
q f BY THAT KILLER / 





BESIDES... IT'S А SHORTER CUT 
THROUGH THE PARK, AND WE 
DO WANT TO GET НО... у- 





А BOPY'D THINK YOU'D BE OF 
SOME HELP AROUND THE HOUSE 
INSTEAD OF SITTING IN YOUR 
EASY CHAIR WHILE 

I WORK! 


IMAGINE THAT GIGGLING KILLER! WELL! SERVES 
PEOPLE RIGHT HANGING AROUND PARKS AT 
NIGHT WHEN THEY SHOULD BE ASLEEP! RUNNING 
AROUND TO NIGHT CLUBS AND SUCH.’ WELL 
LESTER! HOW LONG ARE YOU GOING TO ЫТ 
AROUND LOOKING AT 
THAT PAPER = 


IF YOU WON'T BE ANY HELP 
AROUND THE HOUSE, AT 
LEAST GET OUT OF THE Ма: 
SO THAT I CAN SWEEP! 


CH "NAG, NAG, NAG, IT 15 NOW! / он LORD! 
YOU COMPLAINED ENOUGH THAT WOMAN 
ABOUT MY MEAL! WHY DON'T 
YOU GO TO A RESTAURANT ТО 
EAT! GO AHEAD TO THE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY IF YOU WANT 

SILENCE / 





DAY AFTER DAY AFTER DAY THAT 
WIFE OF MINE HOUNDS ME! Т 
HAVE TO GET RID OF HER! 
ONE WAY OR THE OTHER, I 
HAVE ТО GET RID OF МЕЙ / 


IF ONLY THERE WAS А МАУ TO COMMIT A 
PERFECT CRIME / IF ONLY SHE'D BUMP INTO 


CLEAR AND BLAME THE REAL GIGGLING KILLER! 


YOU'LL HAVE 
Peace SOON! 
ALL THE PEACE 
YOU NEED! 





FIRST I'LL UNLOCK THIS CELLAR PACKING FOR YOUR VY YES! DON'T BOTHER WITH 
WINDOW 50 THAT I САМ WEEKLY SALES TRIP / SUPPER! ГМ LEAVING 

TO CHICAGO, RIGHT AWAY, AND I WON'T 

I 5РО5Е BE BACK FOR TWO Days! 


CLIMB IN LATER / 


DOESN'T SHE WISH I МОМТ BE 
BACK! WELL, ГЦ. БЕ BACK ALL 


GOOD EVENING, MR. LOMAN 
YOUR ROOM KEY AS USUAL! 


HELLO Tom! (YAWN. ) HOPE 

MY ROOM'S READY! Г/М GOING 
TO HIT THE SACK RIGHT 
AWAY! CYAWN.) 


THAT'S RIGHT! I NEED A 
GOOD STRONG ROPE FORA 
AHH! CHICAGO AT LAST! FIRST | | CLOTHES - LINE! THAT WILL DO! 
I'LL DO A LITTLE SHOPPING " 
AND THEN I'LL CHECK ІМ AT 
THE MILTON HOTEL AS USUAL! 


PUT THE BAGS DOWN ) HELLO! SWITCHBOARD 
WHERE, BOY! OPERATOR 2 IM GOING 
TO SLEEP NOW, WOULD 

YOU WAKE ME AT EIGHT? 





EVERYONE THINKS I'M ASLEEP! N| 5 PERFECT TIMING / 
NOW! DOWN THE BACK STAIRS/ MY CAR WILL STAY 
FIVE MINUTES TO CATCH THE AT THE MILTON 
NINE O'CLOCK EXPRESS HOTEL GARAGE 
` ALL NIGHT AND 
NO ONE WILL 


NOW ІЦ. LET MYSELF 
- IN THROUGH THE CELLAR 
STREETS DESERTED! PERFECT! LIGHTS 
ON IN THE LIVING ROOM! SHE'S PROBABLY 
WATCHING THE LAST SHOW ON THE TELEVISION 
SET/... HAVE I GOT MY ROPE? PERFECT! 


WINDOW THAT I 


NOW, YOU WITCH! YOUR 

TIME HAS COME! SOON, 

ILL BE RID OF 

YOU. FOREVER! NEIGHBOR'S 
САМ HEAR/ 





THERE! IT'S DONE! RIGHT DOWN | | THEN 

TO THE LIPSTICK MARKING! ГО SNEAK }PLEASE!/) AN 

NOW! BACK ON THE TRAIN 

TO CHICAGO! ME ИР? YES, I 
MAD A 
NIGHT'S 
SLEEP! A 
FINE SLEEP! 
THANK YOU! 


WHAT A MORNING NO MORE WIFE | |I CAN USE HIM LATER ТО ІМ GOING FAR AS DESE 
АМО WHEN THEY FIND HER, ТЕ5ТІҒУ ТНАТ I WAS MAKING WOODS HERE’ COULDJA 
THEY 


BLAME THE GIGGLER! MY USUAL BUSINESS TRIP! STOP DA CAR BY DESE 
NOW ГЦ. РАУ MY REGULAR CALLS 


WOODS, MISTA? 
OUTSIDE CHICAGO HERE! SAY, 
THERE'S A HITCH-HIKER! 
ILL GIVE HIM 


UST AS MY ‘HAPPY-LIFE- WITHOUT A. < НЕЕЕНЕЕЕЕНЕЕЕ / YOU'LL FIND OUT, MISTA / 


N RREEE EE HEEEE en Ee ee EE HERE i 
НЕЕЕЕНЕЕЕ НЕЕЕНЕЕЕНЕЕЕ 


он 
WIFE STARTS, 1 KUN INTO THIS NUT! WELL! `` 
Ги GET RID OF HIM QUICKLY! 


O.K, KID! HERE YOU ARE! ALTHOUGH I 
DON'T KNOW WHY YOU WANT ME TO 
STOP IN THIS DESERTEP NECK OF 

THE COUNTRY! 


AND THIS. WAS AS FAR AS MR. LOMAN'S'HAPPY- 
LIFE- WITHOUT-A- WIFE" WENT / 





lve always believed MAD to be the best 
magazine іп print, so when | noticed an EC comic 
оп the stand | gave It a look. Now | know what is 
the best COMIC in print. 


1 had always been encouraged to read as a child 
and as an adult | read constantly. Comics are the 
finest incentive to start children reading, and 
comics should be welcome in every house, 
school and library. 


И | was a teacher, EC would be classroom 
material, right along with “The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn" and “The Catcher in the 
Rye," and many other great works which 
are foolishly being removed from our schools’ 
bookshelves. It is a shame how censorship pulled 
the plug on some of America's finest literary 
masterpieces, EC Comics. Thanks for bringing 
them back. 


| have one more comment, concerning CRIME. | 
love the realism and believability of the stories. 
But in "Death's Double-Cross," Ruth was 
almost finished off by a safe falling from a 
building. Come on! Did a safe ever really fall from 
a building? Well, after all, this is a comic book, 
and made by the same people that did MAD! 


Joseph Sessler 
Chicago, IL 


Safes (and planos) used to fall from 
buildings in comics, cartoons and movies 
Fo aere nd familiar - the big 
> Principally) practice of sending 
these large items up to high stories on the 
outside of the buliding in the days of dinkier 
elevators. 
Fun to think about, huh? Tons of steel, 
hanging over the heads of innocent 
рын Ап irresistible dramatic 


Keep a’readin’! 


Dear Mr. Cochran, 


| was fascinated by CRIME #1. | am intrigued and 
totally absorbed іп these excellent 1950 comics. 
They really make me think, although it is difficult 
for me, as а comic-reading Scotsman born in "54, 
to place these excellent and unique comics in the 
social context of 50s America, which I've read 
about but have no experience of. 


“Murder May Boomerang” seems to me to 
reflect a cruel worid. The lives of a hard-working 


man and his hard-working son are ruined by crime 
and they themselves are turned into criminals. 
"Death's Double-Cross" shows the dark, evil 
Side of human psychology lurking beneath the 
facade of, and possible caused by, the sacred 
Institutions of work and marriage. The art by the 
late (great) Wally Wood in this one is excellent. 
“Snapshot of Death!” is an absolute clasic, with 
its seedy, smoke-filled poolrooms. The artwork 
by Graham Ingels is astonishing. This one had me 
on the edge of my seat, wondering how it would 
end. "High Tide!" drawn by Harvey Kurtzman, is 
another winner. Many thanks for reprinting this 
amazing comic. 


Here is my own mini-comic tribute to William M. 
Gaines: It took me a wee while to find a copy. It 
was well worth tracking down. 


A MOMENTS REFLECTION 


GONE m ERS 
SHOP То «ТА НОТ ЧЕМ: 
STEAK PLETO АТ. 
критик FEELINGS ABOUT, 
АУ" нор. BUT мек S4RIOUSLYT 
SHES зо NICE, 


г ` 

SO MERE WE ARE 1 THINK ENEDA 

AGAINANOTHER DAT. DIFFERENT ТАСКАТ. 
T 


X THAT АГА, 
тшне FUST To ки 
THEMSELVES. 


I've just read the amazing 2nd issue of CRIME in 
the small hours of the morning. The front cover is 
а 'corker'. Ив really eye-catching. I've read 
plenty EC horror and SF but these strips are 
totally new to me. I'm fixated on them. They're a 
breath of fresh air (or chilly night air) in these 
days of trendy superhero comics and muscle- 
bound X-Hulks. My favorite strip in CRIME #2 is 
“Contract for Death". Every panel is a master- 
plece. The ending really grabbed me by the 





collar. “А Moment of Madness" 
straightforward and pessimistic. 


hope that by eliminating 

Newsstands, you're not losing an even bigger 
chunk of readership! 

Joey Marchese 

Union, NJ 


of the most innovative ideas ever. 





HEADING ILLO this time is by David Barber, Toledo, ОН. Не 

to me that this is me іп a disguise. Makes sense to 
me! Here-with, the latest instaliment of ту 
CRYPT-I x 


PAGE OF 


FINE ARTS. 


EC COMICS: WHAT DO THEY MEAN? 1) Tony Killebrew (don’t mind if | do), Laurel, MT. 
Started in 1950 2) Rick Limacher, Victoria BC. That's Cousin irv, the 


hey were very nifty 3) David PK, CA. You made 
Of course I'm talking about EC. Masi ті ne Же 


HOT DOG! TWO WIENERS! 

ие eL ries co 
The Crypt-Keeper, cops and robbers 22 
Aliens, monsters and hurtful clobbers 
All happened regularly in EC. 
We will never ever forget 
The stories that they kept 
Working on in the offices of EC. 


Johnny Craigs and Jack Kamens 
Drawing stories of witches and shamans 
Only at EC. 


magic in those books 
t found in crannies or nooks 
I'm talking about EC. 
Joey Marchese 
Union, NJ 
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ІТ маз GOING PERFECTLY! I HAD THE ONLY MAN WHO 
GOULD SOUND THE ALARM COVERED! MY PARTNER, 
WILLIE COOPER, TOOK CARE OF THE OTHERS 


F ALL RIGHT ! EVERY BODY LINE 
DON'T MAKE A MOVE, “ UP AGAINST THE WALL! DON'T 
BUDOY THIS IS A GUN. PULL NUTHIN' AND NOBODY 
AND I'M NOT AFRAID TO Á 





I FORGED THE TELLER WHO WAS IN CHARGE OF THE] | THE TELLER STUFFED THE BLACK BAG I HAD GIVEN HIM 
ALARM INTO THE HUGE VAUL тим WITH GREENBACKS, AND I BACKED OUT OF THE VAULT. 
H SATCHEL WITH THE OKAY, WILLIE! GET THE GET MOVIN’ YOU FOLKS 7 
GREEN STUFF... MAKE REST OF ЕМ IN HERE! INTO THE VAULT ! 


IT SNAPPY! 


AS WE HERDED THEM INTO THE HE BULLET CAUGHT HIM IN THE 
VAULT, ONE OF THE TELLERS CHEST AND HE PITCHED FORWARD...) WE TORE OUT OF THE BANK/OUT- 
PULLED A Фин... DEAD! ONE OF THE WOMEN SIDE А CROWD WAS BEGINNING TO 


SGREAMED... FORM 
ЗАМ" 


THAT SHOT'LL BRING 
THE COPS! LET'S 


Teall 


aw ii 


t 4 





We ЗРЕО upstate THROUGH 
ошл... 


ск ROADS TO OUR HIDE- 


- «АМО ONE MAN HAS BEEN POSITIVELY 
IDENTIFIED AS SAM BROGEN, SMALL- 
TIME GUNMAN! HIS PICTURE HAS BEEN 
SENT TO POLICE OFFICIALS THROUGH- 
OUT THIS AREA! UNFORTUNATELY, THE 
OTHER MEMBER OF THE PAIR WAS 
BEHIND BROGEN WHEN THE 
PICTURE WAS TAKEN 
АМО HIS IDENTITY 
REMAINS UNKNOWN! 

HOWEVER. . 


он! RUNNIN OUT ON 
МЕ, ЕН, WILLIE? 
WELL LISTEN. 
WE'RE IN THIS q 
TOGETHER. 

ALL THE waY f 


ALL THAT DOUGH, 


ir! AOLED uP 
LIKE A FAT. 


ANO I CAN'T ENJOY 


AND THE TWO HOLD-UP MEN МА! 
‘THEIR GETAWAY! HOWEVER, AN ALERT 
PHOTOGRAPHER WHO HAPPENED ТО ВЕ AT 
THE SCENE PHOTOGRAPHED THE TWO 
MEN AS THEY FLED! THE EXPOSED 
FILM IS NOW BEING DEVELOPED! 


THEY'LL PLASTER IT ІМ EVERY NEWS- 
PAPER IN THE COUNTRY/ I'LL HAVE 
TO KEEP OUT OF SIGHT! I'D ВЕ 
RECOGNIZED IF I SHOWED MY 


wait! WAIT Ж/22/Е/ 1 607 /7/ 
WHAT А PLANI WHAT A PLANS 


TAKE IT EASY, 
SAM! WE'LL 
THINK OF 

SOMETHING! 





Thar мент Е AND I DROVE TO А PLACE I KNEW, 
WHERE WE WERE riIDING OUT. 


— wg] OKAY, SAMS YOU'RE THE 
YEAH! THIS 15 THE PLACE! BUT SUPPOSE HE Boss í 
HE'S А TOP MAN! p DOESN'T WANT TO 


` "u ана М] т ai ч 
Ul " Ры ен 


WHY... WHAT IS ) I GOT A LITTLE I KNEW YOU SPENT YOUR VACATION 

THE MEANING JOB FOR YOU, WERE! THAT'S WHY I CAME 
OF THIS? оос! ALITTLE YOU'RE GONNA CHANGE 

PLASTIC SURGERY! | | мү РАСЕ, бос! - 

UNDERSTAND? // RECOGNIZE YOUf 

1 YOU'RE THE MAN 

THE POLICE ARE 

AFTER! YOU'RE... 


Ln 


.BROGEN/ THAT'S THE NAME! THAT'S RIGHT,0OC...] | ALL тент, MR.BROGEN/ WHAT f I WANTMY FACE 
YOUR PICTURE ISIN THE EVENING | AND IF YOU WANT IS IT YOU WANT OF МЕ? CHANGED... SO I 
PAPER! YOU. YOU'RE A A/LLER// TO STAY HEALTHY, 4 LOOK LIKE A D/F- 

YOU'LL DO WHAT 





BUT THAT IS А DIFFICULT OPERATION! I HAVE YOU'LL DO WITH 
ONLY A LIMITED AMOUNT OF EQUIPMENT HERE! / WHAT YOU'VE 


L. I... THINK L. 607, 00с! нож 
LET'S GET TLL HAVE TO PLACE YOU YOU WATCH THAT 


STARTED! UNDER AN ANAESTHETIC, HE DON'T DO 
AS IT IS GOING TO BE NUTHIN' FUNNY, 
PAINFUL! y WILLIE’! g 


WHY...THEN YOU'LL SEE ER... ANY TREATMENTS 
YOUR NEW FACEf OR ANYTHING NEEDED? 


THE BANDAGES WILL HAVE 
TO STAY ON FOR ABOUT A 


NO...NONE AT ALLÍ THE YOU... YOU'RE ] THAT'S RIGHT, DOCI 
BRUISES AND MARKS p. GOING TO THANKS FOR THE 
WILL EVENTUALLY GO KILL ме? Joe! HERE'S 





HE...HE'S DEAD, \ WAIT, WILLIE f SAM! YOU 


нож AOBODY KNOWS ABOUT THIS PLAS 
SAM! LET'S GO! 


SURGERY JOB! АМО І САН SPEND ALL THAT 
7 


DROVE BACK,UNDER COVER ОҒ THE NIGHT, TO THE 
HIDEOUT! 


кы, ( GEE... I HOPE THE DOC MADE 
ME HANDSOME! THE WOMEN'LL 


‹ 
; GO CRAZY WHEN THEY SEE 
"ЕЕ MY BANKROLL! I. 

Л 


- YES! DOG AWEW THAT I'D А/44 HIM AFTER HE 
y 6000 LORDS FINISHED HIS /08750 WHAT DID HE HAVE TO LOSE? HE 
THE DOG! HE MADE ME LOOK LIKE THIS! AND WILLIE...WILLIE MUST 
НЕ KNEW ^ HAVE KNOWN, TOO! НЕ 
WATCHED THE DOC DO THIS 
TO ME f NOW I'VE GOT ALL 
THIS DOUGH... AND I CANT 
SPEND IT I CAN'T GO OUTS 
PEOPLE WOULD TURN AWAY 
FROM ME IN DISGUST WHAT 
SHOULD I 20 P WHAT WOULD 
YOU DO IF YOU WERE МЕ 
LOOKED LIKE THIS! YES 
THAT'S WHAT ГМ 60/М8 
то ро, 700 * 





rne ТАМ RU/NEDS 


i api он WILL BUY MY WINE! 
HAS DESTROYED MY 
"n EL „AND DRIVEN 
ME TO Сас 





RAMON... THE WINE CONNOISSEUR! 
ВАН! НЕ IS STUPID... A FOOLS HE 
DOES NOT KNOW 9000 WINE 


ТЕО RISES FROM THE CRUDE TABLE AT WHICH HE 
AND PASSES OUT OF THE VAT ROOM THROUGH A 
LOW CORRIDOR TO THE DOOR. 


IT IS 
MA ALTHOUGH I KNOW NOT 
M^ WHY 1 HAVE COME.. 


BUT HIS WORD... CAN MAXE OR 
BREAK А УІМТМЕН 5 PRODUCT f 
AND HE HAS VOICED HIS DISLIKE 
FOR WE НЕ наз RUINED 


BUT SOON, 1 WILL HAVE МҮ 
REVENGE! НЕ WILL BE SORRY 
FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE'FOR 
SOON...HE WILL D/ES 


НЕ CLIMBS THE WINDING STONE STEPS THAT LEAD UP 
FROM THE BLACK DEPTHS... 


( WE WILL COME? 


HE WILL COME 


‘YOU WILL SOON SEE! 

I HAVE A SURPRISE: 

FOR YOU? A GREAT 
SURPRISE! 


LET US HURRY THEN? 
1 HAVE LEFT A HOUSE 
FULL OF GUESTS... 





DOWN THE STONE STEPS THAT 
CIRCLE INTO THE DARK DEPTHS OF 
BALLO'S WINE GELLAR, THE TWO 


THOSE VATS... PILED 


HIGH...ONE ON THE OTHER )15 MY #/WE...MY 


IBALLO TAKES A GLASS FROM THE TABLE AND FILLS IT 

TO THE BRIN WITH WINE FROM ONE OF THE VATS. 

YES! BUT THAT WAS SIX MONTHS 

AGO! SINCE THEN IT HAS HAD TIME 

TO AGE...TO SWEETEN! HERE f 
TASTE (Tf 


ALL RIGHT, 
BALLO’ LET ME 
HAVE THE GLASS! 


THROUGH THE CELLAR DOOR..THEN 
THE LOW CORRIDOR... 


IF IT'S ABOUT 
YOUR WINE, BALLO, 

YOU ARE MAST/NG 
YOUR TIME? 1 


AND 1 CANNOT SELL IT! 


I AM SORRY, BALLO/BUT 
WOT ONE DROPS BECAUSE 


IT MAS ІТ COULD NOT 


RAMON SIPS THE WINE GINGERLY* THEN HE TILTS 
THE GLASS AND DRAINS ITS CONTENTS! WHEN НЕ 
FINISHES. 
vou S££^ you | 
WERE WAONG , RAMON, 
WERE YOU WOT? 


МАМА MÍA THIS WINE IS 
DELICIOUS! ІТ TASTES 
EXACTLY LIKE CHIANTI f 





ANOTHER GLASS, BALI ] 
LET МЕ VASTE IT е И V ан” DIVINE! THIS 15 SO SIMILAR 
5 ` TO GHIANTI, 1 CANNOT TELL THE 
DIFFERENCE! 


МҮ GUESTS... THEY ARE < YOU WILL MAKE 


WAITING BUT... CANNOT 7) THINGS RIGHT FOR wE wil SEE, BALLO? Ki 
REFUSE! SUCH BOUQUET’ ME, RAMON? 1 WILL TRY WELL 
SUCH FLAVOR? Т то YOUR HEALTH! YES, YOU ҒО 
% \ г ы THIS WILL BE THE LAST 
à n \ 1 WINE YOU WILL EVER ) 


ТАЅТЕ... 
> 


Генч 


АК ALL THESE МАТ: 
ARE FULL OF THISH... 
THISH NECTAR, 





RAMON SHAKES HIS HEAD GROGGILY/ HAS НЕ HEARO YOU RUINED ме! NOW YOU WILL PAY YES, RAMON{ 
RIGHT? НЕ FEELS BALLO GRAB HIM ROUSHLY RAS THAT WINE ZASTES LIKE CMANT/ BECAUSE IT AS S| 


= , f 
[3 roune copie то bg, 2 ОАА: BOVONT п то TRAP vou! 
) а, намон! Е " 
ЧИ аі. 
f ы Ta 
( © е, Л 


YEAH. . . BALLO/. 1... ОЮМ 
TRUST Y ND BROUGHT 
IN CASE... 


BALLO, His EYES FLAMING WITH HATE, 
SECURES RAMON TO THE WALL BY 
MEANS OF CHAINS IMBEDDEDIN THE 


- 4 тъ GOING 
pb YES, RAMON! WHAT ARE YOU то WALL 
vou wiLL FOF 1( GOING TO 007 





0 MIXES THE CEMENT... U 
Em — 2 NM dius. b DID YOU НАМЕ 


DII as You сан SEE, = 25 PITY ON МЕ 
| RAMÓN, I'VE PLANNED Сү WHEN You 
EVERYTHING PER- р э BRANDED MY 
| NOT HUMAN... WINE? 
YOU WOULDN'T! 


TLL MAKE /T UP BALLO! X HAH! МО, RAMON! 


гіл PAY You... iLL w WT is 700 LATE / 
бо ANYTHING. . . 


ANYTHING! ШУ V SCREAM, 


RAMONE 
NO ONE 
сан HEAR 





BULLET...MUST HAVE STRUCK THE 
WINE VATS IT'S LEAKING...OUT... 


ПОСТ, ВАСО RUSHES FROM THE ROOM INTO THE 
LOW CORRIDOR! BEHIND HIM, THERE 15 A TREMENDOUS 
NOISE AS THE PYRAMID OF WINE VATS GOMES CRASHING 


THE WEIGHT OF THE HEAVY VATS PILED HIGH UPON THE 
ONE THAT 15 EMPTYING OUT BEGINS TO HAVE ITS EFFECT. 
THE УАТ” IT'S COLLAPSING! THE OTHERS... 
I'VE GOT TO GET ОЛ... BEFORE... 


THE DOOR! IT's LOCKEDS 
IT MUST HAVE SWAPPED 
CLOSED FROM THE 


IICKLY, THE SMALL SPACE BEFORE 
THE JAMMED CELLAR DOOR FILLS Uf. 


1...GAN'T...GET OUT... GASP. 
L.CANT..SWIM! о 


SMALL BUBBLES RISE FROM THE 
DEPTHS OF THE RED POOL ANO 
SPREAD OUT IN A GROTESQUE 
DESIGN UPON ITS SHIMMERING 
SURFACE f FOR А MOMENT... THE 
WINE FAINTLY RESEMBLES BLOOD- 


BALLO IS SCREAMING NOW! THE WINE, RELEASED FROM 
THE MOUNTAIN OF GASKS THAT HELD IT, RUSHES AS A 
TORRENT INTO THE SMALL CORRIDOR... 


NOL ЖО” LM 
ТЯАРРЕО” 


THE NEXT TIME YOU DRINK A GLASS 
OF CHIANTI, 1903, WON'T YOU RAISE 
А TOAST TO RAMON AND BALLO? 
TM SURE THEY'D APPRECIATE IT. 
NEXT ISSUE,T'LL HAVE ANOTHER 
TERROR-TALE TO INTOXICATE YOU? 
ANOTHER CHILLER FROM MY 
COLLECTION HERE IN 
* THE HAUNT OF 

FEARS” 
BE SURE AND 
COME, WON'T YOU? 








FOR APPROXIMATELY А YEAR, GLADSTONE PUBLISHED A LINE ОҒ ЕС REPRINT COMICS CONSISTING OF THE 
TITLES SHOWN BELOW. EACH ISSUE CONTAINED 64 PAGES IN FULL COMIC BOOK COLOR, THE FIRST 32 FROM THE 
'KEY' TITLE AND THE LAST 32 FROM A SECOND TITLE. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE OCCASIONAL ARTICLES ABOUT 
THE MACABRE IN LITERATURE, A THEN-CURRENT LETTER COLUMN AND OTHER READER-WRITTEN FEATURES. 


RUSS COCHRAN NOW HAS THE ENTIRE BACKSTOCK OF GLADSTONE'S EC REPRINT LINE! EVERY ISSUE IS IN 
STOCK AND AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. COMPLETE YOUR EC COLLECTION BY PURCHASING THESE 
COMICS! 
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OTHER ISSUES ARE $3. EACH. INCLUDE $2 PER ORDER FOR S&H ($3 OUTSIDE US) 


L — 
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PREPUBLICATION PRICE OF 
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